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their first memorials. For more than seven centuries several
dynasties of Muslim rulers succeeded one another; and there is a
galaxy of splendid monuments remarkable for their antiquity,
beauty and historical interest. The first building erected was the
mosque known as Quwwat-ul-Islam Masjid, having the famous Qutb
Minar for its Mazina (a tower for sounding the Azan or call for
prayers). It was constructed by Qutb-ud-Din Aibak, the slave and
successor of Sultan Muizz-ud-Din Ghori, the conqueror of Delhi,
on the site of a Hindu temple, and was subsequently extended by
Altamish and Ala-ud-Din Khalji. The mosque and the surround-
ing buildings had been reduced to masses of ruin. The clearance
of the site was undertaken from 1912 to 1916. The area, which was
excavated and arranged as a garden, includes the Quwwat-ul-Islam
Mosque with its extensions, the tomb of Altamish, the tomb and
college of Ala-ud-Din Khalji, the Alai Darwaza, and the tomb of
Imam Zamin. For this purpose a public road was diverted, and
unsightly modern buildings removed. In the Quwwat-ul-Islam
Mosque the lower plinth of the original building was unearthed
some five feet beneath the ground level, and the remains of
Altamish and Ala-ud-Din*s extension as well as the base of the
Alai Minar were disclosed. Under the tomb of Altamish there
was discovered a crypt which contained the real grave of the
emperor. At the tomb and college of Ala-ud-Din Khalji the posi-
tion of the outer wall on the north, east and west was determined,
and the remains of what appeared to be a grave were revealed in
the central compartment some seven feet beneath the surface. The
excavation of the Alai Darwaza disclosed the deep and elaborately
carved plinth as well as the remains of original steps in the south
and west doorways, which were covered by modern steps. In the
same area the precincts of the tomb of Imam Zamin, east to
Alai Darwaza, were cleared. The dislodged stones of the lofty